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Madaba Plains Project, Jordan
Areas surveyed and sites. excavated (begun 1968
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Hesban Final Publications

The fourteen volume Hesban series presents the final results
of anthropological, archaeological, and historical research car-
ried out at Tell Hesban and vicinity between 1968 and 1978.
(See enclosed form to order.)

Hesban 1: Sedentarization and Nomadization,
Hesban 2: Environmental Foundations
Hesban 3: Historical Foundations
Hesban 4: Ethnoarchaeological Foundations
Hesban 5: Archaeological Survey of the Hesban Region
Hesban 6; Iron Age Strata

Hesban 7. Hellenistic and Roman Strata
Hesban 8: Byzantine and Early Islamic Strata
Hesban 9: Aypyubid-Mamiuk Strata
Hesban 10: The Necropolis of Tell Hesban
Hesban 11: Ceraniic Finds

Hesban 12: Small Finds

Hesban 13; Faunal Remains

Hesban 14: Hesban and Biblical History

Madaba Plains Project
Seasonal Reports

The Madaba Plains Project seasonal reports presents the find-
ings of investigations of Tell el-*Umeiri, Tell Jalul, and sur-
rounding regions following each major field season. (See en-
closed form to order.)

Madaba Plains Project 1: The 1984 Season
at Tell el--Umeiri and Vicinity
Madaba Plains Project 2: The 1987 Season
at Tell el--Umeiri and Vicinity
Madaba Plains Project 3: The 1989 Season
at Tell el--Umeiri and Vicinity
Madaba Plains Project 4: The 1992 Season
at Tell el--Umeiri and Vicinity
Madaba Plains Project 5: The 1994 Season
at Tell el--Umeiri and Vicinity
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Role of Pottery

e Pottery a feature of human life since Neolithic times
e Pottery is ubiquitous, regardless of culture or class

e Pottery can be a useful indicator of chronology
based on its form, ware and decoration

e When a pot is broken, it produces potsherds which
are discarded and for the most part, useless except
to archaeologists

o Pottery can be indicative of the food system in use,
lifestyle, trade, and standard of living

e Whole forms are found usually in cemeteries while
tall sites produce mostly potsherds

o Some potsherds were used in pottery production (as
grit), as scrapers, or for ostraca







Concept of Stratigraphy

e Just as the earth is composed of multiple layers of
rock, so a tall site is composed of successive layers
of human settlement and occupation debris

¢ Human occupation and use of a site produced
remains that were often covered by subsequent
occupation and use of the same site

e Archacologists work by starting to dig from the top
of this sequence of layers, separating out each layer
from the layer below - therefore archaeologists
work from the most recent (imodern) occupation of a .
site back to the earliest in time, usually founded on
geological bedrock

o This method of excavation is called stratagraphic
because it is based on separation of the strata or
layers

e Archaeologists date the contents of each stratum or
layer by its latest finds (in terms of time)
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Prehistoric Hisban

o The most likely location of prehistoric activity at
Tall Hisban is in and around its caves

e Evidence of flintknapping, or manufacture of stone
tools, has been found in the Hardy People Cave.
Three hammer tools and several cores have been
found, along with debitage (or scraps) from
flintknapping

e Also, numerous fragments such as Paleolithic (Old
Stone Age) scrapers, hand axes, and Neolithic (New
Stone Age) arrowheads have been found at the site.

e A total of 57 prehistoric sites have been located in
the region within 5 km radius of Tall Hisban. From
these sites, over 1729 stone tool fragments have
been identified '




Madaba Plain Project
Hesban Survey: Preliminary report

Ghattas Jeries Sayej; BZU

This report includes the preliminary analysis and classification of the lithic artifacts that
have been collected from the survey. The final analysis however, will be done,

hopefully, before the end of this year.

The following table presents the analyzed artifacts of the survey as well as the number of

sites, which have been visited and recorded.

No. of sites

No. of tools

No. of debitage

Total no. of artifacts

57

1729

2327

4053

In addition to these 57 sites where lithic were found, the survey team was not able to visit
8 other sites because of the rejection of the landowners, while the rest of the sites that
have been surveyed (19 sites) do not have lithic (all together are 84 sites).

The foHowing table shows the prehistoric sites as well as the possible economy in Hesban

region, based on lithic analysis.

Sitc no. | No of artifacts | Economy Possible dating

HS003 114 Farming + slaughicring,. Ncolithic.

HS005 | 100 Shaughtering Epi-Palcolithic / Ncolithic,
HS010 124 Shaughtering + farming + quarty. Neolithic.

HS018 | 38 Farming + hunting, Neolithic.

HS021 | 187 Fanning + hunting. Neolithic / Early Bronze.
HS028 | 090 Farming, Neolithic.

HS045 © 164 Farming + hunling + slaughitering, Early Bronze,

HS061 129 Farming. Neolithic + an obsidian tool.
HS070 1 383 Staughtcring + farming + quarry. Epi-Paicolithic / Neolithic.
HS071 189 Slaughtering + farming + quarry Epi-Palcolithic / Neolithic,
HS104 | 3%0 Hunting + farming + quarry + slaughtcring | Epi-Paleolithic / E Bronze.
HS226 | 264 Hunting + farming + slaughtcring Epi-Palcolithic / Neolithic.
HS229 | 195 Farming + siaughtcring Epi-Palcolithic / Neolithic,
HS8235 194 Farming + slaughicring Epi-Palcolithic / Neolitivic.
HS245 | 239 Fanuing + slaughtering + hunting, Neolithic.

Site’s economy was determined based on the probable function of the tools, while the
possible dating of these sites has been selected based on the typological features of these

tools.

This is in short the result of the preliminary analysis and classification of the lithic

artifacts of Hesban survey.




Bronze Age Hisban

. Excavators have to date only found a few potsherds
dating to the Bronze Age at Tall Hisban

. Early Bronze Age tombs are found in numerous
locationgwithin 1 km of the site

. Inside the Hardy People Cave, two shafts can be
seen which may originally have been used as tombs
during Early Bronze






























































































