
Sign 35 A precious gem 

A PRECIOUS GEM:  
Civilizations are luminous constellations 
of radiant attitudes, beliefs, great and 
little traditions, institutions, and works of 
art, artisanry and architecture that 
emanate from particular cultural 
epicenters such as Nineveh, Babylon, 
Athens, Rome, Constantinople, 
Damascus and Baghdad. Like a precious 
sparking gem, Tall Hisban reflects and 
refracts the great civilizations that over 
the millennia have shaped and continue 
to sustain and enrich the cultural 
heritage of humanity.  
Thanks for helping us be good custodians 
of the precious gem which is Tall Hisban. 
Oystein S. LaBianca, Ph.D. Senior 
Director, Heshbon Cultural Heritage 
Project. 


